Truck safety – keep yourself safe near trucks  

Information and activities for Year 3-8 students. For use online or at school, in teacher-directed lessons or as part of individual or group student projects.
Aims
By the end of this unit of work students will understand:
1. why there are so many trucks on our roads and why they are important.
2. how to keep themselves safe around trucks.
Introduction
Why are there so many trucks on our roads?
Trucks are an important part of the transport industry in New Zealand and for most other countries. 
About 90 percent of all goods moved within New Zealand go on trucks. The rest gets carried on freight trains and coastal ships.
Trucks come in different shapes and sizes depending on what they carry and how far they go. For example, there are different trucks for farm animals, for frozen food and for gravel.   
Many industries depend on trucks. Think of rubbish removal, goods getting taken from factories or warehouses to shops, milk being collected from dairy farms, products going to our ports for shipping overseas, helping people move house, or taking rocks to make roads from quarries to where it is needed.

Note: This lesson plan was developed by Auckland Transport. It was published on the Waka Kotahi Education Portal in 2021 for use by road safety coordinators around New Zealand. Resources may be shared and adapted for non-commercial use under a Creative Commons licence. Read more here:
About this site (copyright)


Activity 1  (Group or individual)
Look at these photos of trucks. Write down your guess at what each truck is carrying. Find clues from what you see on the back of each truck, or what you see written on the side of each truck. In one or two photos you can’t see inside the truck so you have to guess what may be inside!
Then write down where the truck may have picked up its load and where it may be taking it to.
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This truck is carrying…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Picked up from ……………………………………………………………. To take to………………………………………………….
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This truck is carrying…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Picked up from ……………………………………………………………. To take to………………………………………………….


Activity 2 (Group or individual)
Go to Google Images and search ‘Trucks NZ’. Choose three trucks and see if you can work out what each one is carrying and where they picked it up from and where they are taking it to.
OR
If you are at school, walk to the school entrance with your teacher and take photos of the first three trucks to drive by. When you get back to the classroom, check your photos and work out what each truck was carrying and where they picked it up from and where they are taking it to.
OR
If you are at home, walk to the footpath outside your house with mum or dad and take photos of the first three trucks to drive down your road. When you get back inside, check your photos and work out what each truck was carrying and where they picked it up from and where they are taking it to.

Activity 3 Questions on Truck Ninja video 
Watch the Truck Ninja video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BeOvWB0NqEw

1. How many elephants can fit on the average truck?
2. Trucks make a lot of noise - why might this be a problem?
3.  What should you do when you want to cross the road and a truck is coming?
4. What should you do if you want to cross a pedestrian crossing and a truck is coming?


Activity 4 Facts about trucks and keeping safe
Read these facts about trucks and how to keep yourself safe around trucks. At the end are some questions to test what you have learned.
1. Trucks are big!  
‘Road trains’ are trucks that cross the Australian desert with 2 or 3 trailers attached. These can be over 50 metres long! Most trucks in New Zealand are about 13-15 metres long but this can extend to up to 25 metres if they have a trailer attached. If a truck has a trailer NEVER try to climb over the connection between the truck and trailer.
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2.Trucks are wide! 
They take up most of the space between the white line on the left side of the road and the white centre line. So, if Mum or Dad are parking their car on the side of the road, always get out of the car on the footpath side of the car.  
If you are walking along the footpath always walk on the side of the footpath furthest from the road. 
If you are walking along the side of a country road with no footpath, walk on the grass as far away from the road as possible. Wear bright coloured clothing – Hi-Viz vest if possible.
3. Trucks are heavy!  
Trucks have good braking systems, but because they are so heavy, they take a lot longer to stop than cars. 
Trucks can continue moving and travel a long distance from the time the driver applies the brakes until the time the truck comes to a stop. 
Always wait for trucks to pass before you try and cross the road, and NEVER try and run across in front of them!
4. Truck drivers have ‘blind spots’   
When sitting in the cab of a truck, the driver often cannot see anything immediately in front of the truck because the engine at the front of the truck is so big. Sometimes a truck is so wide it is difficult for the driver to see what is on either side of the truck behind the cab, and it is impossible to see what is immediately behind the truck. 
Some trucks have cameras mounted so the driver can see on their instrument panel what is going on in these blind spots, but many don’t have cameras. 
So remember that being close to a truck either walking or on a scooter or bicycle can be very dangerous as it is very difficult for the driver to see you.
5. Trucks need a big space to turn!  
Sometimes a truck will need to turn on a narrow road that isn’t wide enough so they may drive on a roundabout or footpath. Always take extra care if you are walking on a footpath near where a truck is turning.
6. Trucks create ‘wind’
This wind or turbulence when they are moving is because they are so big!  If you are riding your bike, get off the road as far as possible when a truck passes because the ‘wind’ they create can be strong enough to cause you to change course or wobble!
7. Trucks can splash you!
If it has been raining trucks may splash or spray water from the puddles they drive through. Always walk on the footpath as far away from the road as possible, and cyclist should be as far to the left as possible.
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8. Truck drivers take extra care at pedestrian crossings  
Always make sure the truck driver has seen you and the truck has come to a stop before you cross the pedestrian crossing. Wave to the driver and make sure he has seen you before you start to cross.



Questions for activity 4
1. Why are there so many trucks on New Zealand roads?
2. What percentage of goods are transported by trucks in New Zealand?
3. Make a list of 10 items that are transported by trucks.
4. Name three industries that depend on truck transport.
5. Is it safe to climb over the connection between a truck and trailer?
6. What side of the footpath should you always walk on?
7. What is a driver ‘blind spot’?
8. What should you wear when walking at night?
9. Why do trucks take a long time to stop?
10. What hazard can result from a truck driving through puddles of water?
11. What should you do when a truck stops for you at a pedestrian crossing?

Follow-up activity
Contact your Community Transport Coordinator to discuss the possibility of getting a truck company to bring a truck and driver to your school, so that students can see for themselves most of the things discussed above.
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